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Project name: Addition to York Land Trust’s McIntire Highlands Preserve 
 
Project leader/contact: Doreen MacGillis, Land Protection Specialist 
 
Project summary and benefits: York Land Trust (YLT) has acquired three Town of York-owned parcels totaling 
approximately 14 acres that were donated by the Town and added to YLT’s 500-acre McIntire Highlands Preserve. 
Protecting the parcels helps protect the water quality of the York River and Boulter Pond Reservoir; protects 
important habitat for native plants, fish and wildlife and contributes to watershed climate resilience.   
 
Project tasks: The following steps were taken by YLT to acquire the three parcels:  

• Title work was completed by York Land Trust’s attorney in December of 2025; there were no title issues to 
rectify. 

• A boundary survey of the parcels was completed by Kimball Survey and Design, Inc. in September of 2025. 

• An Environmental Hazards Transaction Screen was completed by YLT’s Land Protection Specialist in 
January of 2026. 

• Preparation and review of closing documents by YLT and the Town of York occurred in December of 2025. 

• A closing on the property with documents signed by YLT’s Executive Director and the York Town Manager 
occurred in January of 2026. 

• YLT’s attorney has recorded the deed at the York County Registry of Deeds. 

• YLT’s Executive Director invested the Stewardship endowment funds for the property at Maine 
Community Foundation in January of 2026.  

• The newly acquired parcels will be added to YLT’s McIntire Highlands Preserve Management Plan by YLT’s 
Stewardship Director and the property boundaries will be marked by June 30, 2026.  

 
Project budget: The $9,500 grant awarded by the York River Stewardship Committee supported contracted survey 
work to conduct the parcel boundaries survey. Approximately $14,100 of YLT funds secured from individual 
donors funded the other costs to complete the project tasks (legal work, title work, other closing costs, project 
management, and stewardship endowment). Expenses related to boundary marking and adding the property to 
the McIntire Highlands Management Plan have yet to be incurred.  
 
Attachments - Map of New Parcels and Survey Map 
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