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York River Stewardship 
Committee

- Formed in 2023 after national WSR 
designation

- York River Watershed Stewardship Plan 
and priorities

- YLT: key partner for achieving 
designation and ongoing resource 
protection



Maine Coast Heritage Trust

- Statewide land trust focused on 
coastal conservation

- Marshes for Tomorrow Initiative
- Marsh migration land protection
- Salt Marsh restoration

i. Two positions focused on 
supporting projects

ii. Nine ongoing projects
- York River 

- Land protection assistance
- Marsh Restoration presentation - end of 

2023











Salt Marsh Restoration Project: design phase 

HOW

Gauged landowner interest: YLT & USFWS 
RCNWR

Assembled Project Team: landowners, MCHT, 
WNERR, MNAP, YRSC members

Hired NWR in September 2024 for design phase to 
assess restoration needs and develop approaches 
to restore marsh functions and health

WHY

York River salt marsh systems are irreplaceable in 
the landscape

Marsh systems are degraded and vulnerable with 
sea level rise, threatening resiliency and marsh 
migration potential

YRSC: opportunity to advance the pace and scale of 
local salt marsh restoration 

*** Majority of marshes in Maine are privately owned 
(including land trusts); majority of restoration has 
occurred on publicly owned marshes



132 acres of marsh
➢ USFWS = 28 acres
➢ YLT = 104 acres
Divided into 4 sub-areas

Findings/design summary:
➢ Ag infrastructure mapped
➢ Ditch remediation (filling)

○ 131 ditch sections (4,817’)
➢ Channel restoration (runnels)

○ 196 channel reconnections
➢ Habitat and wildlife mgmt 

recommendations/designs































Next steps

● Funding 
○ Pending MNRCP application

● Permitting - ongoing with MCHT and 
USFWS

● Summer 2026 - pre-restoration 
monitoring

● Fall 2026 - Fall 2030 - ditch 
remediation

● Winter 2026 - runnels phase one
● Winter 2027 - runnels phase two
● Summer 2027 - 2033 

post-restoration monitoring + 
adaptive management

Activity Cost Existing 
funds

Implementation + 
Contingency

$290,400 $84,000

Staffing 
(USFWS, MCHT)

$338,449 $171,450

Total $613,849 $255,450

Remaining need $374,900
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